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In recent years, the university has lost much public 
confidence and some of its own sense of purpose.  
Its various difficulties have put it in direct 
competition with three other models of higher 
education. In this lecture, Prof. Newfield compares 
four futures for higher education. Using North 
American literary criticism as his case, he shows 
that only one of these futures supports 
professional literary and cultural study. Yet, he 
argues, the reverse is also true: literary and cultural 
scholars now need to operate in our institutions as 
scholar-activists, building the working conditions – 
particularly full employment for PhDs – that allow 
our disciplines to address real social demands for 
the knowledge we produce.
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