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Excess – often associated with femininity, artificia-
lity, or hypersexuality and denigrated as the abject
and the affective – is just too much. In rejecting
these criticisms an aesthetics of excess challenges
notions of taste, respectability, and authenticity as
well as hierarchies of race, gender and beauty. In
imaginative and sometimes most disturbing ways
feminist artists have ruptured established systems
of representation, thus creating troubling spaces
and iconographies. Tracing the political potential of
an aesthetics of excess the presentation engages
with both early and recent practices of feminist art.
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Francesco Vezzoli, Rococo Portrait of Nicky Minaj, 

as Jeanne Antoinette Poisson, Marquise de Pompadour, 2011.
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