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While “Drill, Baby, Drill” resounds as the

current rationale for U.S. (environmental)

politics, this lecture draws attention to a

different framework for social-ecological

relations. Dr. Fackler traces how contem-

porary Indigenous literatures engage a rich

and multifaceted discourse of kinship

which helps make Indigenous beliefs and

value systems legible to Western

audiences. In this way, this cultural ima-

ginary nudges readers toward alternative

forms of belonging in and with the more-

than-human world and, ultimately, toward

more sustainable social and ecological

futures.

Dr. Katharina Fackler is a lecturer and

post-doctoral researcher in the North

American Studies Program at the Uni-

versity of Bonn. Situated in the Blue,

Environmental, and Energy Humanities, her

current research explores literary respon-

ses to large-scale resource extraction in

North America.
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